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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
REDIRECTING AN IPTV DEVICE

CLAIM TO PRIORITY

This application claims the benefit of previously filed pro-
visional application Ser. No. 61/443,440, filed on Feb. 16,
2011, which is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety
herein.

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates generally to a system and method of
controlling one device capable of accessing Internet Protocol
Television (IPTV) using a second device and more specifi-
cally to redirecting an IPTV device after content playback.

2. Background Discussion

IPTV is capable of receiving services delivered using the
architecture and networking methods of the Internet Protocol
Suite as well as services delivered using a broadcasting net-
work. IPTV services include, for example, live television,
time-shifted programming, video on demand (VOD), and
on-line transactions.

SUMMARY

One embodiment of the present invention is directed to a
system and method of redirecting an IPTV device after con-
tent playback. The redirect can be specified by a service
provider, an advertising server, or a user’s input.

Another embodiment of the present invention is directed to
using the redirect function to provide promotional material,
additional information, recommended content, product ofter-
ings, merchandise sales and other material and/or articles
available for sale.

Yet another embodiment of the present invention is
directed to a non-transitory computer-readable medium stor-
ing a computer program that when executed on a computer,
such as a server, performs processing. The server program
includes receiving user authentication information from a
secondary device and sending a list of IPTV devices associ-
ated with the user authentication information to the secondary
device. IPTV device selection is received from the secondary
device and device identification information corresponding
to a selected IPTV device is sent to the secondary device. A
content selection from an asset list is received at a server and
post execution instructions for the selected IPTV device are
generated. Next asset information is sent to the selected IPTV
device. The asset information includes content associated
with the content selection and the post execution instructions.
The post execution instructions determine further IPTV
device functionality.

Yet another embodiment of the present invention is
directed to the server program described above, wherein the
post execution instructions instruct the selected IPTV device
to: request an asset list from a server; receive the asset list
from the server; and display the asset list on the selected IPTV
device.

Yet another embodiment of the present invention is
directed to the server program described above, wherein the
post execution instructions instruct the selected IPTV device
to: request asset information; receive the asset information;
and display the asset information on the selected IPTV
device.

Yet another embodiment of the present invention is
directed to the server program described above, wherein the

10

25

40

45

65

2

post execution instructions instruct the selected IPTV device
to: request an asset list or asset information; and receive a
form, that the selected IPTV device displays.

Yet another embodiment of the present invention is
directed to a method, implemented using an IPTV device that
includes requesting asset information from a service provider
and receiving asset information from the service provider.
The asset information from the service provider comprises
content information and one or more post execution instruc-
tions. An instruction to display the content information is
executed and then post execution instructions are executed
(following execution of the command to display content
information).

Yet another embodiment of the present invention is
directed to the method implemented using an IPTV device
that also includes requesting service information from a
server and receiving service information, a post playback
permission and a post playback instruction from the server.
After execution of the content information, sending the post
execution instruction to the server and receiving content
related to the post execution instruction from the server. The
post execution instruction is executed and the content related
to the post execution instruction is available for execution.

Yet another embodiment of the present invention is
directed to the method implemented using an IPTV device
that also includes determining, after executing content infor-
mation, whether the asset information comprises one or more
post execution instructions.

Yet another embodiment of the present invention is
directed to the method implemented using an IPTV device in
which the post execution instructions instruct an IPTV device
to: request an asset list from a server; receive the asset list
from the server; and display asset list on the IPTV device.

Yet another embodiment of the present invention is
directed to the method implemented using an IPTV device in
which the post execution instructions instruct an IPTV device
to: request asset information; receive the asset information;
and display the asset information.

Yet another embodiment of the present invention is
directed to the method implemented using an IPTV device in
which the post execution instructions instruct an IPTV device
to: request an asset list or asset information; receive a form;
and display the form.

Yet another embodiment of the present invention is
directed to a method of executing playback of content that
includes transmitting authentication information to a server,
from a secondary device and receiving a list of available IPTV
devices, at the secondary device, from the server. Identifica-
tion of a selected IPTV device is transmitted from the sec-
ondary device and a content list associated with the selected
IPTV device is received at the secondary device. Next the
content list may be browsed and content for playback may be
selected. The server transmits to the selected IPTV device: the
selected content; and post execution instructions. The post
execution instructions determine post content playback func-
tionality of the selected IPTV device.

Yet another embodiment of the present invention is
directed to a method of executing playback of content,
described above, wherein the post execution instructions
instruct the selected IPTV device to: request an asset list from
a server; receive the asset list from the server; and display
asset list on the selected IPTV device.

Yet another embodiment of the present invention is
directed to a method of executing playback of content,
described above, wherein the post execution instructions
instruct the selected IPTV device to: request asset informa-
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tion; receive the asset information; and display the asset infor-
mation on the selected IPTV device.

Yet another embodiment of the present invention is
directed to a method of executing playback of content,
described above, wherein the post execution instructions
instruct the selected IPTV device to: request an asset list or
asset information; receive a form, such that the selected IPTV
device displays the form.

Other embodiments of the present invention include the
methods described above but implemented using apparatus or
programmed as computer code to be executed by one or more
processors operating in conjunction with one or more elec-
tronic storage media.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

To the accomplishment of the foregoing and related ends,
certain illustrative embodiments of the invention are
described herein in connection with the following description
and the annexed drawings. These embodiments are indica-
tive, however, of but a few of the various ways in which the
principles of the invention may be employed and the present
invention is intended to include all such aspects and their
equivalents. Other advantages, embodiments and novel fea-
tures of the invention may become apparent from the follow-
ing description of the invention when considered in conjunc-
tion with the drawings. The following description, given by
way of example, but not intended to limit the invention solely
to the specific embodiments described, may best be under-
stood in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of one embodiment of the
present invention.

FIGS. 2A and 2B show a series of steps according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 shows a schematic representation of an embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 4 shows a flow chart of processing steps according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

FIGS. 5A-5D show examples of redirecting an IPTV
device according to embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 6 shows an example of a series of steps of redirect
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 shows an example of a state diagram according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 shows another example of a state diagram according
to another embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

It is noted that in this disclosure and particularly in the
claims and/or paragraphs, terms such as “comprises,” “com-
prised,” “comprising,” and the like can have the meaning
attributed to it in U.S. patent law; that is, they can mean
“includes,” “included,” “including,” “including, but not lim-
ited to” and the like, and allow for elements not explicitly
recited. Terms such as “consisting essentially of” and “con-
sists essentially of” have the meaning ascribed to them in U.S.
patent law; that is, they allow for elements not explicitly
recited, but exclude elements that are found in the prior art or
that affect a basic or novel characteristic of the invention.
These and other embodiments are disclosed or are apparent
from and encompassed by, the following description. As used
in this application, the terms “component” and “system” are
intended to refer to a computer-related entity, either hard-
ware, a combination of hardware and software, software, or
software in execution. For example, a component may be, but
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4

is not limited to being, a process running on a processor, a
processor, an object, an executable, a thread of execution, a
program, and/or a computer. By way of illustration, both an
application running on a server and the server can be a com-
ponent. One or more components may reside within a process
and/or thread of execution and a component may be localized
on one computer and/or distributed between two or more
computers.

Furthermore, the detailed description describes various
embodiments of the present invention for illustration pur-
poses and embodiments of the present invention include the
methods described and may be implemented using one or
more apparatus, such as processing apparatus coupled to elec-
tronic media. Embodiments of the present invention may be
stored on an electronic media (electronic memory, RAM,
ROM, EEPROM) or programmed as computer code (e.g.,
source code, object code or any suitable programming lan-
guage) to be executed by one or more processors operating in
conjunction with one or more electronic storage media.

Embodiments of the present invention may be imple-
mented using one or more processing devices, or processing
facilities, or processing modules. The processing devices,
processing facilities, or modules, may be coupled such that
portions of the processing and/or data manipulation may be
performed at one or more processing devices, facilities or
modules, and shared or transmitted between a plurality of
processing devices, facilities or modules.

An IPTV device may be used to control home appliances
through IPTV. These home appliances include, for example,
video players, game players, home theater systems, digital
video recorders, air conditioners, and etc. Household electri-
cal appliances and audio-visual apparatuses, such as video
cassette recorders (VCRs), televisions, air conditioners, and
lighting apparatuses, may be furnished with remote controls.
These remote controls each have operation units and func-
tions specific to each apparatus. In order to control home
appliances, a dedicated remote control may be placed in a
vicinity of an associated home appliance. IPTV provides the
ability to integrate different functions or different applica-
tions into a single control device to control multiple appli-
ances. This single control device may be a smart phone, a
digital personal assistant, a personal computer, lap top com-
puter, tablet, or other device with adequate processing and/or
storage capabilities. The single control device may transmit
control signals through a public network or Internet or other
network of operatively coupled computers, or processing
devices or modules to an IPTV device, which uses the control
command to control home appliances.

AnIPTV device can access a vast pool of contents provided
by numerous content providers. The IPTV device may also be
used to control further distribution of content that has been
provided by a third party to the IPTV device so that unautho-
rized access is prevented. Typically, IPTV is controlled by a
single input device and has a single display device. As a
shared device that is viewed by several users it is helpful to
permit this sharing without excessively raising hardware
costs.

Accordingly, a method is provided to enable a user brows-
ing content on a second device to have their selection played
by a first device. The user can then continue to browse the
content on any number of second devices without interrupting
the content that is playing on the first device. The first device
may be an IPTV. The second device may be another electronic
device. The method include an architecture design and imple-
mentation that allows a user to navigate, browse, and search
content on a second device that may be a consumer electronic
device such as a Sony Ericsson® smart phone, VAIO® PC,
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VAIO® laptop, MYLO®, personal computer, or other appa-
ratus with sufficient processing and storage capability, or any
device with a web browser. Concurrently, while a user is using
the first device, another user can perform these activities on
the second device and send a media selection to the first
device of the user’s choice for playback

A second device may act as a visual aid to the IPTV, but
does not require additional investments by the user because it
makes use of a device (such as a cellphone, laptop, etc) which
most users would typically already have in their possession.
The second device executes a program that allows the second
device to act as the visual aid. It is a low cost solution which
opens up a huge window of business and technical opportu-
nities. It is a favorable complement to the IPTV because the
device has strengths in data entry, processing power and user
experience in content management. Thus, users will be ableto
use their personal devices, such as a cellphone, to browse
content in their own language, perform data entry, search for
content, manage their content, perform transactions and per-
sonalize their experience without disturbing the big screen of
a first device. Users only send the content for playback on the
IPTV when they are ready to watch it; and playback of pro-
prietary content does not occur on the non-authentic device so
security risks are minimized. The program may be written in
HTML, which can be loaded by any device with a browser,
hence not limited to only a small set of compatible devices.

An IPTV system typically includes an IPTV device and
including an IPTV client processor controlling a video dis-
play to present content thereon. The system also includes a
second device including a control processor and a manage-
ment server communicating with the IPTV client over the
Internet. The management server and IPTV client communi-
cate with at least one content server such that the content
server provides audio video content to the IPTV client for
presentation of the content on the video display of the IPTV
client. The system further includes a proxy server communi-
cating with the management server and the second device.
The IPTV client sends login information to the management
server which returns to the IPTV clientan IPTV session token
that may subsequently be presented by the IPTV client to a
content server to obtain content from the content server. The
management server receives and stores a local IP address of
the IPTV client. Responsive to the second device sending a
request to the proxy server for an executable utility, the proxy
server returns the utility to the second device. Further, the
second device, executing the utility, prompts a user to input to
the second device login information. The proxy server,
responsive to reception of correct login information from the
second device, returns the local IP address of the IPTV client
to the second device. The second device uses the local IPTV
address to access the IPTV client directly to request informa-
tion about the IPTV client, which information is returned
from the IPTV client to the second device such that the local
address of the IPTV client need not be globally addressable.
Also the second device sends the information about the IPTV
client to the proxy server, requesting a list of services avail-
able to the IPTV client from one or more content servers. The
proxy server relays the request for a list of services to the
management server, which returns the list to the proxy server,
with the proxy server in turn sending the list to the second
device for presentation of information on the video display.
Responsive to a user selection of an element on the list, the
second device sends a request for a software asset corre-
sponding to the element to the proxy server. The proxy server
requests a service login of the content server providing the
asset, and the content server provides to the proxy server a list
of assets or categories or services which relays the list to the
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second device, which is presented on the video display of the
second device so that the user can navigate to enter a selec-
tion. Responsive to the selection the second device sends a
command to the IPTV client to play the selection.

Embodiments include, for example, that the IPTV client
requests the management server to provide information about
the selection received from the second device. The informa-
tion is returned from the management server to the IPTV
client to enable the IPTV client to play content associated
therewith. If desired, the proxy server can request of the
content server a list of options, and the list is returned to the
proxy server. Asset information may be requested by the
IPTV client and returned thereto by the content server. Also,
a service login received from the second device may be sent
by the IPTV client to the content server and a service token
returned to the IPTV client in response. When a list of con-
tents is sent to the second device, URL of contents may be
removed from the list. The second device requests a content
using a unique identifier of the content, the proxy server or the
management server may use the unique identifier of the con-
tent to locate a corresponding URL of'the content. In this way,
the second device may not obtain the URL of a content so that
unauthorized distributions of content are effectively pre-
vented.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, a
consumer electronics device (CE) may act as a second device,
which includes a housing holding a display, a network inter-
face, and a processor controlling the display and communi-
cating with the Internet through the network interface. An
input device communicates with the processor. The processor
executing logic includes sending login information to a proxy
server, and receiving from the proxy server, responsive to
reception thereby of correct login information, a local IP
address of an IPTV client. The processor uses the local IPTV
address to access the IPTV client directly to request informa-
tion about the IPTV client, sending the information about the
IPTV client to the proxy server. Responsive to sending the
information about the IPTV client to the proxy server, the
processor receives content information, presenting it on the
display from which a user can select a selected content. The
processor commands the IPTV client to play the selected
content.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, a
proxy server assembly includes at least one processor and at
least one network interface communicating with the proces-
sor to establish communication between the processor and a
wide area network.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, at
least one computer readable storage medium is accessible to
the processor and bears logic causing the processor to receive
login information from a second device. Responsive to a
determination that the login information is correct, the server
sends to the second device alocal IP address of an IPTV client
associated with the login information. The server receives
from the second device information about the IPTV client
requesting a list of services available to the IPTV client from
at least one content server and sends a request for the list of
services to a management server. The proxy server receives
from the management server the list and sends it to the second
device for presentation of information on a video display
thereof. The proxy server then receives from the second
device a request for a software asset and responsive to the
request for the software asset, requests a service login of the
content server. The proxy server receives back from the con-
tent server a list of assets or categories or services and sends
the list to the second device. In this way, the list can be
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presented on a video display of the second device so that a
user can navigate to enter a selection to command the [PTV
client to play the selection.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, a
first device is connected with a plurality of electronic devices.
A second device may transmit control commands to the first
device using a communication network or internet to control
the plurality of electronic devices.

Referring to FIG. 1, an IPTV system may include a first
device such as a client consumer electronics device 12, a
second device such as another consumer electronics device
38, an electronic device 29 connected with the first device, a
management server 30, a proxy server 34, and a content server
32. Each of the above devices and servers may have one or
both a wired communication interface and a wireless com-
munication interface.

The client consumer electronics device (CE) 12 such as a
TV, game player, video disk player, camera, digital clock
radio, mobile telephone, personal digital assistant, laptop
computer, etc. includes a portable lightweight plastic housing
14 bearing a digital processor 16. The processor 16 can con-
trol a visual display 18 and an audible display 20 such as one
or more speakers. The client consumer electronics device has
a unique identifier that, without other means, is able to iden-
tify the client consumer electronics device within the IPTV
system. The unique identifier may be assigned by a manufac-
turer or assigned by the management server when the client
consumer electronics device is registered in the IPTV system.

To undertake present principles, the processor 16 may
access one or more computer readable storage media 22 such
as but not limited to RAM-based storage (e.g., a chip imple-
menting dynamic random access memory (DRAM) or flash
memory or diskbased-storage. Software code implementing
present logic executable by the CE device 12 may also be
stored on one of the memories shown to undertake present
principles.

The processor 16 can receive user input signals from vari-
ous input devices including a remote control device 24, a
point and click device such as a mouse, a keypad, etc. ATV
tuner 26 may be provided in some implementations particu-
larly when the CE device is embodied by a TV to receive TV
signals from a source such as a set-top box, satellite receiver,
cable head end, terrestrial TV signal antenna, etc. Signals
from the tuner 26 are sent to the processor 16 for presentation
on the display 18 and speakers 20.

As shown in FIG. 1, a network interface 28 such as a wired
or wireless modem or wireless telephony transceiver commu-
nicates with the processor 16 to provide connectivity to a
wide area network such as the Internet. Double arrows in FIG.
1 indicate network communication between components over
wired and/or wireless links. In this way, the client device 12
can communicate with a management server 30 on the Inter-
net and with one or more content servers 32, also on the
Internet and communicating with the management server 30.

If desired, each content server 32 may be associated with a
respective proxy server 34 which interfaces the content server
32 with the device 12. The servers 30, 32, 34 have respective
processors 30a, 32a, 34a accessing respective nontransitory
computer readable storage media 305, 3254, 345 which may
be, without limitation, disk-based and/or solid state storage.
The servers communicate with a wide area network such as
the Internet via respective network interfaces 30c, 32¢, and
34c. Itis to be understood in view of disclosure below that the
CE device 12 particularly when implemented by a non-PC
device such as a TV or game console or camera can commu-
nicate only with the management server 30 and with content
servers 32 that appear on a service list provided to the pro-
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cessor 16 by the management server 30, with the service list
not being modifiable by the processor 16.

The electronic device is connected with the first device 12
using a cable such as a 1394 cable or a HDMI cable or using
a wireless communication interface such as infrared signals.
The electronic device may be a digital video recorder, a Blu-
ray® player, a game player, an audio amplifier, or an air
conditioner.

A second device 36 may be another consumer electronics
device. The second device 36 may be another TV, game
player, video disk player, camera, digital clock radio, mobile
telephone, personal digital assistant, laptop computer, etc.
The second device 36 with a housing 38 bears a digital pro-
cessor 40 controlling a visual display 42 and an audible dis-
play 44 such as one or more speakers. To undertake present
principles, the second or control processor 40 may access one
or more computer readable storage media 46 such as but not
limited to RAM-based storage (e.g., a chip implementing
dynamic randdm access memory (DRAM) or flash memory
or disk-based-storage. Software code implementing present
logic executable by the second or control device 36 may also
be stored on one of the memories shown to undertake present
principles. Further, the second or control processor 40 can
receive user input signals from various input devices 48
including a point and click device such as a mouse, a keypad,
etc. A network interface 50 such as a wired or wireless modem
or wireless telephony transceiver communicates with the pro-
cessor 40 to provide connectivity to a wide area network such
as the Internet.

FIGS. 2A and 2B (generally FIG. 2) show an example
embodiment of present principles for enabling a user to use a
second device 36 to browse assets and select one to have a first
device 12 such as a main IPTV client play the content. FIG. 2
assumes that the user has already created an account with the
management server 30 and has affiliated the main IPTV
device with that account. In general, a user loads the second
application in the second device and logs into their user
account, which may be the same account used for device
registration. Once logged in, a list of compatible IPTV
devices is presented. After the user selects a device, a list of
services that the device is entitled to is provided. The user
browses the services and their content, in his‘her preferred
language, on the second device as though it is an actual IPTV
device such as the first device. Similar transactions, like video
rentals or home shopping purchases, can also be made on the
second device. Standard IPTV system interaction with ser-
vice providers occurs on the proxy server, hence creating a
firewall between the second device and content providers.
Additional navigation features, like hyper-linked text which
will open a new window and the management of premium
services from a single location, provide better user experience
in this IPTV system.

When a piece of content is selected, it may be sent to the
IPTV for playback in the form of a reference id which is used
by the IPTV to retrieve playback information. By eliminating
the presence of the content URL on the second device, the risk
of leaking major proprietary information which could result
in huge losses is reduced. During the time of playback, the
user can continue to browse for other content and queue it for
future playback. The IPTV needs to be addressable by the
second device to perform playback, which is the case when
both devices are on the same local network. The user can also
switch devices and resume playback on a different device
such as the electronic device 19 in FIG. 1 by going to the
recently viewed list and selecting the last video played after
switching control to that device.
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A detailed description of each state in FIG. 2 is provided as
follows.

At state 52 a user turns on the first device 12, hereafter
referred to as the “IPTV client” for convenience. At state 54
the IPTV client sends login information including, e.g., user
name and password to the management server 30, which at
state 56 returns to the IPTV client an IPTV session token that
may subsequently be presented by the IPTV client device to a
participating content server 32 to obtain content from that
server. Also, the management server 30 stores the local 1P
address of the IPTV client device 12. Alternatively, in another
embodiment, the management server 30 does not return a
token in response to receiving login information. Subse-
quently, no token is required to be presented by the IPTV
client device to the participating content server 32 to obtain
content.

At state 58, the user instantiates an IPTV client control
utility on the second device 36. The utility executed on the
second device 36, at state 60, sends a request to the proxy
server 34, which returns (62) a response in a suitable lan-
guage, such as hypertext markup language (HTML) with
JavaScript® for the second device 36 to execute in accor-
dance with description below. This JavaScript® makes asyn-
chronous JavaScript® and extended markup language
(XML) (AJAX) calls to the proxy server and to the IPTV
client device to obtain information to control the IPTV client
device. In another embodiment, step 60 may not be necessary
where other client application implementations are used,
such as one where the client application is not downloaded
each time it is used. It should also be noted that other tech-
nologies (e.g. C, C++, Perl®, and Flash®) can be used for the
implementation of the client application and that neither
HTML nor JavaScript® are required.

With more specificity, at state 64 using the JavaScript®, or
alternatively, another method of implementing the client
application, received from the proxy server 34 the second
device 36 prompts the user to input to the second device 36 the
user account information, such as account login information,
including, e.g., the same user name and password that the
IPTV client provided to the management server 30 at 54.
Thus, the servers 30, 32, 34 communicate necessary account
information between them as needed to realize present prin-
ciples.

At state 66 the proxy server 34, responsive to a correct user
name and password from the second device 36, returns infor-
mation about all IPTV clients 12 that are affiliated with the
user account associated with the user name and password,
including their local IP addresses which were stored by the
management server 30 after login at 54 (and subsequently
provided to the proxy server 34).

When the user inputs to the second device 36 at state 68 a
selected IPTV client device (in this example, the IPTV client
device 12) to use with the second device, the second device
36, using the local IP address returned at state 66, accesses the
IPTV client device 12 directly. The second device 36 requests
information about the IPTV client device 12 at state 70,
including language information, rating information, digital
rights management (DRM) information, etc. as desired,
which information is returned from the IPTV client device 12
to the second device 36 at state 72. Since the second device 36
knows the IP address of the IPTV client device 12 and con-
sequently communicates directly with the IPTV client device
12, the second device 36 communicates using a local web
address of'the IPTV client device 12 that need not be globally
addressable, and may so communicate as long as the second
device 36 and IPTV client device 12 are on the same local
network.
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At state 74 the second device 36 sends the client informa-
tion received at state 72 to the proxy server 34, requesting a
list of services available to the IPTV client device 12 from one
or more of the content servers 32. The proxy server 34 relays
the request for a list of services at state 76 to the management
server 30, which returns the available services at state 78 to
the proxy server 34. The proxy server 34 in turn sends the
services list to the second device 36 at state 80 for presenta-
tion of available services on, e.g., the second device display
42.

State 82 indicates that a user can input (using, e.g., the
second device input device 48) a selection of a service on the
list that was returned to the second device at state 80. In
response, the second device 36, at state 84, sends a request for
a list of content and categories to the proxy server 34 along
with a service session token that the second device may have
received from the content server 32 via the management
server 30.

Responsive to the request, at state 86 the proxy server logs
into the service of the content server 32 providing the selected
service. At state 88 the content server 32 provides to the proxy
server 34 a service session token for the particular content
server 34. State 90 indicates that if desired the proxy server 34
may also request a list of content and categories of the content
server 32, and the list is returned at state 92 in, e.g., extended
markup language (XML) format to the proxy server 34,
which relays the assets, categories, services, etc. available for
selection to the second device 36 at state 94. When the list of
assets or the list of options is provided to the second device,
the URL associated with each asset or options are removed. A
reference ID is added to the list for each asset and options. The
second device requests a particular asset or option by using
the reference ID. In this way, the second device may not
obtain any URL of the assets or options.

The content available for selection is presented on the
second device display 42 so that the user can navigate (96) the
display to enter (98) a selection. Responsive to the selection
the second device 36 at state 98 sends a command to the IPTV
client 12 to play the selection. At state 100 the IPTV client
device 12 then requests service information of the manage-
ment server 30 information about the service the selected
asset is in, logging in to the service if required. The requested
information is returned from the management server 30 to the
IPTV client 12 at state 102, and when the IPTV client 12
receives the asset information it plays the asset at state 116.
Note that if the IPTV client is already playing content the new
content commanded to be played by the second device is
placed in a queue in the IPTV client and played when the
current content completes.

Note further that the second device may command the
IPTV client to play content by sending to the IPTV client over
the home network commands coded as if they were sent from
an infrared remote control (IR RC), specifically for example
the commands may be in Sony Infrared Remote Control
System (SIRCS) protocol. The second device may transmit
command signals to the IPTV client to control the electronic
device 29.

As shown in FIG. 2, if desired, temporally between states
102 and 116 a series of messages may be exchanged between
the IPTV client 12 and the content server 32. For example, a
request for content information may be made (104) by the
IPTV client 12 and returned (106) by the content server 32.
The above-described logging into the service may be relayed
by the IPTV client 12 to the content server 32 at state 108 and
a service session token returned to the IPTV client device at
state 110 along with the before-mentioned asset information.
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Also, a request of content information may be made (112) and
a playlist returned to (114) the IPTV client device 12.

The software (e.g., JavaScript® HTML) that is down-
loaded at state 62 can be made available to all electronic
vendors who wish their users to be able to navigate, browse,
and search IPTV content on a second device. In an embodi-
ment in which HTML is used, the software can be used on any
client device with a web browser.

The following situations illustrate some scenarios where
the second device complements the IPTV’s shortcomings,
hence providing better user experience for the IPTV user. For
example, a group of friends is watching video clips on an
IPTV. Each of them are browsing content on their own Sec-
ond Display and queuing up selections. In another example,
someone is looking for content on a particular subject. They
are able to quickly type in search terms using their second
device even when those terms contain characters not sup-
ported by their IPTV. In another example, a man is watching
the end of a ball game on the IPTV while his wife uses a
Second Display to select a movie for them to watch when the
game ends. In another example, a user may be away from an
IPTV, but the user may use a smart phone as the second device
to browse contents and select a preferable content to be
played on the IPTV.

In the above-identified situations, using a second device
can provide many benefits, such as:

Browsing in own language without disturbing the big

screen

Ease of data entry in a language not supported by the IPTV

On-device service affiliation for premium services like

Netflix

Cross-device playback and resume from a recently viewed

list

Social sharing of content to enhance content proliferation

Management of subscription-based services from a single

location

Browsing and queue management when away from the

IPTV device or when not in proximity to the IPTV
device

One-click Customer service without the need of entering

personal or device information

Quick access to relevant device specifications and manuals

Hyper-linked text in forms directs users to informational

sites

Content Queue across devices

Advertisement revenue through Second display usage

The second device provides an enhanced user experience
of'the IPTV without adding to the hardware costs of the unit,
thus making data entry easy and allows users to browse con-
tent on the side. IPTV is also a global solution which connects
various IPTV devices together in a cohesive manner through
its potential of initiating playback across devices. The system
also provides the highest level of customer service to users
through its one-click customer service feature, where users do
not provide any device information, which can be difficult to
retrieve in the event of a device breakdown.

FIG. 3 shows a schematic representation 300 of an embodi-
ment in which the present invention finds ready application.
First a user turns on an IPTV client. The IPTV logs into a
management server so that the management server knows
which IPTV device is in communication. The user does not
have to interact or provide any information as part of this
device interaction. The management server starts the session.
Then the user turns on the second display. In an embodiment
in which the second display does not have the second display
application, the second display requests the second display
application (app) from the proxy server and the second dis-
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play application is loaded onto the second display. In another
embodiment, the second display application is installed on
the second display. Then the user logs into the user account.
An authentication request is sent from the second display to
the proxy server. The proxy server verifies credentials with
the management server, and then the management server
confirms credentials with the proxy server. So that authenti-
cation is completed.

Then the user browses an Internet video link. After that, the
device data is requested from the second display and then the
requested device data is sent from the proxy server to the
second display device. Thus, the second display device can be
used to display content even when the IPTV device is not
available. The use of the second display device to display
content depends on the display capabilities and display func-
tions of the second display device. The second display sends
a request using second display protocol to the proxy server,
and then the proxy server requests to the service provider, and
the service provider responds. The proxy server responds
using a second display protocol to the second display with the
associated URL replaced with playlist ID.

After the user selects playback, the second display device
attempts to send the playlist ID to the IPTV client device.
When the IPTV client device is reachable, the playlist ID is
received. Then the playlist ID is sent from the IPTV client to
the proxy server, and playlist data is returned from the proxy
server to the IPTV client. The IPTV client requests a content
URL with playlist data of the service provider, and then the
service provider returns the content URL for playback to the
IPTV client device. When the IPTV client device is not reach-
able, the playlist ID is not received and the second display
device notifies the user that the IPTV client device is not
reachable. The second display device stores the Playlist ID for
a later attempt at sending to the IPTV client device.

In another embodiment, the second display device may
inform a server of the playlist ID and when the IPTV device
is connected to the server, may receive the request even when
the IPTV device and the second display device are on separate
local networks and cannot address each other. In this case, the
IPTV device may still not be reachable, as in a case where the
IPTV device may not be connected to a power supply, and the
request is queued at the server to be sent at a later time when
the IPTV device is reachable.

FIG. 4 shows a flow chart 400 of processing steps accord-
ing to the embodiment of FIG. 3.

The process begins in step 402 in which the user turns on an
IPTV client device. After the IPTV client device is registered
with the management server, or authenticated with the man-
agement server, as shown in step 404, the management server
starts the session in step 406. Then in step 408 the user turns
on the second display, and, when necessary, sends a request
for a second display application to a proxy server, as shown in
step 410. The request for the second display application is
optional and is used only when desired. When requested, the
application is loaded onto the second display in step 412. In
step 414 the user logs into the account, which is the account
the IPTV device is registered. In step 416 an authentication
request is sent from the second display to the proxy server. In
step 418 the proxy server verifies the credentials of the IPTV
client with the management server, and then in step 420 the
management server confirms the credentials with the proxy
server. In step 422, authentication is completed. It is an
embodiment of the present invention that the server in steps
418 and 420 may be in the same server. Alternatively, there
may be more than two servers splitting the server tasks.

In step 424 the user browses the Internet video link and is
presented with a list of IPTV devices. In step 426 device data,
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describing the second display is requested by the second
display device and then in step 428 the requested device data
is sent by the proxy server to the second display device. In step
430 the second display sends a request using a second display
protocol to the proxy server. In step 432 requests from the
proxy server are sent to the service provider and the service
provider responds, as shown in step 434. In step 436, the
second display device receives categories, options and a con-
tent list from the proxy server. Alternatively, the proxy server
may send content to the second display device with the asso-
ciated URL replaced with playlist ID. Alternatively, the ser-
vice provider may permit, in some cases, the URL is sent to
the second display device. For example, the second display
may have a secure application, and the service provider may
allow a second display with a secure application to receive the
URL. Thus, the content URL may be transmitted to the IPTV
device for playback, rather than having the IPTV device
retrieve the data from the server.

In step 438 the user selects playback and then in step 440
the playlist ID is sent from the second display device to the
IPTV client device. If the IPTV client does not answer or does
not acknowledge the request to play the content, or is unable
to play the content at the time, such as when the IPTV client
device may be on and reachable, but a viewer has enacted a
“do not disturb” mode, the second display device informs the
user that the IPTV client device is unreachable (not available
to play the content at this time) and queues the request to be
repeated at a later time when the IPTV client device is reach-
able. In step 442 the playlist ID is sent from IPTV client to the
proxy server, and playlist data is returned from the proxy
server to IPTV client in step 444. In step 446 the IPTV client
requests content at the URL associated with playlist data to
the service provider, and then in step 448 the service provider
returns content at that URL for playback to the IPTV client
device. Alternatively, the proxy server may store the URL
content and thus, return the URL content to the IPTV client
device without the need to request the content at the URL
associated with the playlist data from the service provider.
Thus, when the proxy server stores the URL, step 446 is not
used, rather, once the IPTV client device obtains the URL, the
IPTV client device can start playback.

The present invention relates to redirecting an IPTV device
after content playback. The redirect can be specified by a
service provider, an advertising server, or a user’s input.

The present invention is useful to service providers
because control is provided to them to redirect a user to a new
website or page after a user has viewed provided content. One
embodiment of the present invention is providing promo-
tional material, additional information, recommended con-
tent, product offerings, merchandise sales and other material
and/or articles available for sale.

For example, after a user has watched a Spiderman trailer,
the user can be redirected to a promotional form where the
user can subscribe for movie updates, special showings,
opportunities to meet the actors based on locations, buy
movie tickets, or buy related merchandise. Alternatively, the
user may be redirected to related movies or movie trailers.

Embodiments of the present invention allow a service pro-
vider to specify what data will be displayed on an IPTV
device and/or other functions that may be performed by the
IPTV device once the IPTV device is finished playing con-
tent. The service provider accomplishes this “re-direct” func-
tion by returning XML tags that contain directional com-
mand, or instruction, for an IPTV device to take after an initial
orrequested asset is played when the IPTV device requests an
asset list or asset information in the commands to access data
and/or content. An XML tag may direct an IPTV device to a
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website or related content, or direct the IPTV device to play a
related asset. The XML tag directs the IPTV deviceto goto a
particular category or asset. The XML tag also has data
regarding the asset to request. The XML tag is typically
defined as part of the API (application programming inter-
face) and provides instruction on the next action after an asset
is transmitted from the service provider.

FIGS. 5A-5D (generally FIG. 5) show a schematic repre-
sentation according to a redirect function of an embodiment
of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 5A, which shows a case where no exit or
redirect action is specified, a user 502, access an IPTV device
504 to communicate with a service server, or module 506,
which provides data such as assets lists and asset information.
An assets list may include, for example, assets and/or links to
other categories. As shown in FIG. 5A, the IPTV device 504
sends a command to obtain an assets list (step 508) from
service module 506. The service module 506 transmits an
assets list (step 510) to the IPTV device 504, which then
displays the assets list (step 512). The user 502 may then
selectan asset to play (step 507) from the assets list. The IPTV
device 504 sends a command to service module 506 to obtain
asset information (step 514), which is used by the IPTV
device to play an asset.

The service module 506 sends the asset information to the
IPTV device 504 (step 516). The IPTV device 504 then plays
the asset (step 520). Following the playing step, the IPTV
device 504 displays the assets list (step 522). The assets list
displayed in step 522, as shown by element 526, is the same
assets list that the played asset (step 520) was chosen from.

FIG. 5B shows an embodiment in which a new assets list is
displayed upon exit. As shown in FIG. 5B, a user 502, access
an IPTV device 504 to communicate with a service module
506, which provides data such as assets lists and asset infor-
mation. As shown in FIG. 5B, the IPTV device 504 sends a
command to obtain an assets list (step 508) from service
module 506. The service module 506 transmits an assets list
(step 510) to IPTV device 504, which displays the assets list
(step 512). The user 502 may then select an asset to play (step
507) from the assets list. The IPTV device 504 sends a com-
mand to service module 506 to obtain asset information (step
514).

The service module 506 sends the asset information to the
IPTV device 504 (step 516). The IPTV device 504 then plays
the asset (step 520). Following the playing step, the IPTV
device 504 sends a command to the service module 504 to
obtain an assets list (step 530). The service module 506 sends
the requested assets list to the IPTV device 504 (step 532).
This assets list sent in step 532 is a different assets list than the
assets list sent in step 510. When the service module 506
sends the assets list, an XML tag can be sent that contains
direction for the IPTV device 504 to direct the IPTV device
504 to a particular website or related content, or the XML tag
may direct the IPTV device 504 to play a related asset.

The IPTV device 504 displays the assets list (step 534).

FIG. 5C shows an embodiment in which a new asset is
displayed upon exit. As shown in FIG. 5C, a user 502, access
an IPTV device 504 to communicate with a service module
506, which provides data such as assets lists and asset infor-
mation. As shown in FIG. 5C, the IPTV device 504 sends a
command to obtain an assets list (step 508) from service
module 506. The service module 506 transmits an assets list
(step 510) to IPTV device 504, which displays the assets list
(step 512). The user 502 may then select an asset to play (step
507) from the assets list. The IPTV device 504 sends a com-
mand to service module 506 to obtain asset information (step
514).
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The service module 506 sends the asset information to the
IPTV device 504 (step 516). The IPTV device 504 then plays
the asset (step 520). Following the playing step, the IPTV
device 504 sends a command to the service module 504 to
obtain assets information (step 560). The service module 506
sends the requested asset information to the IPTV device 504
(step 562). When the service module 506 sends the assets
information, an XML tag can be sent that contains direction,
or instruction, for the IPTV device 504 to retrieve a category
or asset from the service module. This asset is then displayed
on the IPTV device 504, as shown in step 564.

The operation represented in FIG. 5C differs from that in
FIG. 5B, in that assets, which are identified by the service
module, are requested and played (560, 562, 564) by the
IPTV device in FIG. 5C, whereas asset lists are requested and
displayed (530, 532, 534) in FI1G. 5B.

FIG. 5D shows an embodiment in which a form is dis-
played upon exit from playing the asset. As shown in FIG. 5D,
a user 502, access an IPTV device 504 to communicate with
a service module 506, which provides data such as assets lists
and asset information. As shown in FIG. 5D, the IPTV device
504 sends a command to obtain an assets list (step 508) from
service module 506. The service module 506 transmits an
assets list (step 510) to IPTV device 504, which displays the
assets list (step 512). The user 502 may then select an asset to
play (step 507) from the assets list. The IPTV device 504
sends a command to service module 506 to obtain asset infor-
mation (step 514).

The service module 506 sends the asset information to the
IPTV device 504 (step 516). The IPTV device 504 then plays
the asset (step 520). Following the playing step, the IPTV
device 504 sends a command to the service module 506 to
obtain an assets list (as in FIG. 5B) or obtain asset information
(as in FIG. 5C) (step 550). In response to this request from the
IPTV device 504, the service module 506 sends a form to the
IPTV device 504 (step 552). The IPTV device 504 displays
the form (step 554), which the user 502 can fill in.

FIG. 6 shows a series of steps 600 according to a redirect
function of an embodiment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 6, the process starts, as shown in step
602. A user views an assets list provided by a service, using an
IPTV device, as shown in step 604. The user may then select
an asset from the assets list, as shown in step 606. This
selection is transmitted to the service provider using the IPTV
device. The user obtains asset information, as shown in step
607. The service provider returns content of the selected
asset, and the IPTV device displays the requested content, as
shown in step 608.

A determination is made at step 610 whether the content
displaying function is complete. If the content display is not
complete, “no” line 614 leads to the display step, 608.

If'the content display is complete, “yes” line 616 shows that
a determination is made at step 620 whether the asset infor-
mation indicates an exit action, as may be present in the API.
If not “no” line 624 shows that the asset list is displayed as
shown in step 604. The exit action typically directs the IPTV
device to return to the previous location to which the IPTV
device had navigated, which may be, for example, a list of
assets.

If an exit action is indicated in step 620, “yes” line 622
shows that the type of exit action is determined, as shown in
step 628. If an asset is desired, asset line 630 shows that asset
information is obtained, as shown in step 632. An XML tag
can be sent that provides direction for an IPTV device, as
mentioned above. A determination is made whether the asset
information is a form that is returned, as shown in step 648. If
s0, “yes” line 636 shows that the form is displayed, as shown
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in step 638. If a form is not returned, “no” line 642 shows the
asset is played, as shown in step 644.

If'step 628 determines that an asset listis appropriate, “list”
line 648 shows that an asset list is obtained, as shown in step
650. An XML tag can be sent that provides direction for the
IPTV device to navigate to a particular site that is a source for
the asset list. A determination is made whether the form is
returned, as shown in step 652. If so, “yes” line 654 shows that
the form is displayed, as shown in step 638. Returning the
form to the user is accomplished by the AP allowing the form
to be included in the results. The form is displayed to the user
instead of processing the information for an asset. If the form
is not returned, “no” line 658 shows that an asset list is
displayed, as shown in step 660.

Following playing of the asset (644), displaying a form
(638) or displaying an asset list (660), end step 670 is reached.

FIG. 7 shows an example of a state diagram 700 according
to an embodiment of the present invention. As shown in FI1G.
7, asecondary display device, or second display, 702 requests
authentication by a server device 706 (712). Once the second-
ary device 702 has been authenticated, the server device 706
provides available devices (714), such as IPTV devices, to the
secondary device 702. A user, operating a secondary device
702, selects an available, or reachable, IPTV device 704,
(716) to display data, such as content list, content, asset, asset
list, and other information. The selected IPTV device may be
a default IPTV device, or a previously selected IPTV device,
or other IPTV device that is reachable. State 718 shows that
the second display device 702 is used to request a content list
from the server 706. The server 706 provides a content list
(720) to the second display device 702. A user may then use
the second display device to browse a network, such as the
Internet (722). The second display device 702 then requests
the IPTV device 704 to play particular content (724). The
IPTV device 704 requests information (726) from the server
device 706.

The server device 706 provides content information
including post playback instructions (728) to the IPTV device
704. The IPTV device 704 requests content (media) 730)
from a service provider 708. The service provider 708 pro-
vides the content (732) to the IPTV device 704, which the
IPTV device 704 plays (734). The IPTV device 704 then
executes post-playback instructions (736). These post play-
back instructions are, for example, an asset list, and/or asset
information, and/or a form. Furthermore, the post playback
instructions (736) may determine post playback functions of
the particular IPTV device 704.

FIG. 8 shows another example 800 of a state diagram
according to another embodiment of the present invention. As
shown in FIG. 8, the state diagram 800 is independent of a
secondary display device. The IPTV device 804 requests
service information (812) from server device 806. The server
device 806 provides service information with post playback
permissions and additional post playback commands (814) to
the IPTV device 804.

The IPTV device 804 requests asset information (816)
from a service provider 808. The service provider 808 pro-
vides asset information with post playback instructions (818)
to the IPTV device 804. The IPTV device 804 plays the asset
(820) and then sends post playback commands from the con-
tent information (822) to the server 806. The IPTV device 804
executes any and all post playback instructions (824). The
server 806 returns post playback commands (826) to IPTV
device 804. The IPTV device 804 then executes post playback
commands (828).

Itwill be appreciated from the above that the invention may
be implemented as computer software, which may be sup-
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plied on a storage medium or via a transmission medium such
as a local-area network or a wide-area network, such as the
Internet. It is to be further understood that, because some of
the constituent system components and method steps
depicted in the accompanying Figures can be implemented in
software, the actual connections between the systems com-
ponents (or the process steps) may differ depending upon the
manner in which the present invention is programmed. Given
the teachings of'the present invention provided herein, one of
ordinary skill in the related art will be able to contemplate
these and similar implementations or configurations of the
present invention.

It is to be understood that the present invention can be
implemented in various forms of hardware, software, firm-
ware, special purpose processes, or a combination thereof. In
one embodiment, the present invention can be implemented
in software as an application program tangible embodied on a
computer readable program storage device. The application
program can be uploaded to, and executed by, a machine
comprising any suitable architecture.

The particular embodiments disclosed above are illustra-
tive only, as the invention may be modified and practiced in
different but equivalent manners apparent to those skilled in
the art having the benefit of the teachings herein. Further-
more, no limitations are intended to the details of construction
or design herein shown, other than as described in the claims
below. It is therefore evident that the particular embodiments
disclosed above may be altered or modified and all such
variations are considered within the scope and spirit of the
invention. Although illustrative embodiments of the invention
have been described in detail herein with reference to the
accompanying drawings, it is to be understood that the inven-
tion is not limited to those precise embodiments, and that
various changes and modifications can be effected therein by
one skilled in the art without departing from the scope and
spirit of the invention as defined by the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A non-transitory computer-readable medium storing a
computer program that when executed on a computer per-
forms processing, the program comprising the steps of:

receiving user authentication information from a second-

ary device;

sending a list of IPTV devices associated with the user

authentication information to the secondary device;
receiving IPTV device selection from the secondary
device;

sending device identification information corresponding to

the received selected IPTV device to the secondary
device;

receiving a content selection from an asset list;

generating post execution instructions for the received

selected IPTV device, the post execution instructions
being one or more instructions for the received selected
IPTV device to execute after completing playback of the
content;

providing asset information to the selected IPTV device,

the asset information comprising content associated
with the content selection and the post execution instruc-
tions,

wherein the post execution instructions include directing

the IPTV device to return to a previous location to which
the IPTV device had navigated and beginning playback
of another content associated with the content selection.

2. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the post execution instructions
instruct the selected IPTV device to:
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request an asset list from a server;

receive the asset list from the server; and

display the asset list on the received selected IPTV device.

3. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the post execution instructions
instruct the selected IPTV device to:

request asset information;

receive the asset information; and

display the asset information on the received selected IPTV

device.

4. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the post execution instructions
instruct the received selected IPTV device to:

request an asset list or asset information; and

receive a form,

wherein the received selected IPTV device displays the

form.

5. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the content selection is received from
the secondary device.

6. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the content selection is received from
the received selected IPTV device.

7. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the device identification information
corresponding to the received selected IPTV device is sent to
the received selected IPTV device.

8. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the post execution instructions com-
prise a playback command.

9. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the post execution instructions com-
prise a post playback command.

10. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the device identification information
is the asset list.

11. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the post execution instructions com-
prise one or more instructions for the received selected IPTV
device.

12. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the post execution instructions com-
prise one or more instructions for the received selected IPTV
device to execute during playback of the content.

13. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 12, wherein the post execution instructions com-
prise one or more instructions for the received selected IPTV
device to retrieve additional content for playback during play-
back of the content.

14. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the post execution instructions com-
prise one or more instructions for the received selected IPTV
device to retrieve additional content for playback after play-
back of the content.

15. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the post execution instructions com-
prise one or more instructions for the received selected IPTV
device to retrieve additional content for playback from a
network location during playback of the content.

16. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 15, wherein the network location is a URL.

17. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 15, wherein the network location is a content
server.

18. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 15, wherein the network location is a network
address of a service provider.
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19. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the post execution instructions com-
prise one or more instructions for the received selected IPTV
device to retrieve additional content for playback from a
network location after playback of the content.

20. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 19, wherein the network location is a URL.

21. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 19, wherein the network location is a content
server.

22. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 19, wherein the network location is a network
address of a service provider.

23. The non-transitory computer-readable medium accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein post execution instructions are
instructions for the received selected IPTV to contact the
secondary device for further IPTV device functionality.

24. A method comprising:

requesting asset information from a service provider;

receiving asset information from the service provider at an

IPTV device,
wherein the asset information from the service provider
comprises content and one or more post execution
instructions, the post execution instructions being one or
more instructions for the received selected IPTV device
to execute after completing playback of the content;
selecting content from the asset information;

executing an instruction to display the content information;

and

executing the post execution instructions after execution of

the command to display content information,

wherein the post execution instructions include directing

the IPTV device to return to a previous location to which
the IPTV device had navigated and beginning playback
of another content associated with the content selection.

25. The method of claim 24, further comprising:

requesting service information from a server;

receiving service information, a post playback permission

and a post playback command from the server;

after execution of the content information, sending the post

playback command from the content information to the
server;

receiving post playback commands, at the IPTV device, to

execute from the server;

executing the post playback commands.

26. The method of claim 25, further comprising:

receiving instructions from the service provider.

27. The method of claim 25, further comprising:

identifying changes in the post execution instructions by

the server after sending the post execution instruction to
the server.

28. The method of claim 25, further comprising:

determining, after executing content information, whether

the asset information comprises one or more post execu-
tion instructions.

29. The method of claim 24, wherein the post execution
instructions instruct the IPTV device to:

request an asset list from a server;

receive the asset list from the server; and

display asset list on the IPTV device.

30. The method of claim 24, wherein the post execution
instructions instruct the IPTV device to:

request asset information;

receive the asset information; and

display the asset information.

31. The method of claim 24, wherein the post execution
instructions instruct the IPTV device to:
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request an asset list or asset information;

receive a form; and

display the form.

32. A method of executing playback of content comprising
the steps of:

transmitting authentication information to a server;

receiving a list of available IPTV devices from the server;

transmitting identification of a selected IPTV device;
receiving a content list associated with the selected IPTV
device;

browsing the content list;

selecting content for playback and post execution instruc-

tions, the post execution instructions being one or more
instructions for the selected IPTV device to execute after
completing of playback of the content,

wherein the server transmits to the selected IPTV device:

the selected content and post execution instructions,

wherein the post execution instructions include directing
the IPTV device to return to a previous location to which
the IPTV device had navigated and beginning playback
of another content associated with the content selection.

33. The method of executing playback of content accord-
ing to claim 32, wherein the post execution instructions
instruct the selected IPTV device to:

request an asset list from a server;

receive the asset list from the server; and

display asset list on the selected IPTV device.

34. The method of executing playback of content accord-
ing to claim 32, wherein the post execution instructions
instruct the selected IPTV device to:

request asset information;

receive the asset information; and

display the asset information on the selected IPTV device.

35. The method of executing playback of content accord-
ing to claim 32, wherein the post execution instructions
instruct the selected IPTV device to:

request an asset list or asset information;

receive a form,

wherein the selected IPTV device displays the form.

36. The method of executing playback of content accord-
ing to claim 32, wherein the identification of the selected
IPTV device is sent to the selected IPTV device.

37. The method of executing playback of content accord-
ing to claim 32, wherein the post execution instructions com-
prise one or more instructions for the selected IPTV device to
execute during playback of the content.

38. The method of executing playback of content accord-
ing to claim 32, wherein the post execution instructions com-
prise one or more instructions for the selected IPTV device to
execute after playback of the content.

39. The method of executing playback of content accord-
ing to claim 32, wherein the post execution instructions com-
prise one or more instructions for the selected IPTV device to
retrieve additional content for playback during playback of
the content.

40. The method of executing playback of content accord-
ing to claim 32, wherein the post execution instructions com-
prise one or more instructions for the selected IPTV device to
retrieve additional content for playback after playback of the
content.

41. The method of executing playback of content accord-
ing to claim 32, wherein the post execution instructions com-
prise one or more instructions for the selected IPTV device to
retrieve additional content for playback from a network loca-
tion during playback of the content.

42. The method of executing playback of content accord-
ing to claim 32, wherein the post execution instructions com-
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prise one or more instructions for the selected IPTV device to
retrieve additional content for playback from a network loca-
tion after playback of the content.
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